‘Peace in Our Time' is More Than a
Play, It's an Experience

wasn’l g0ing 1o wrilc 3 revicw
Iof the Antaeus production of

Nocl Coward's “Peace in Our
Time™ ['d been there, done thal,
«nd to be homnest, 1 didn’t want peo-
ple ©© know | wis that old. Who
would? But | was sideswiped by the
cxperience of watching my life pass
before me on stage. 1 was a child
when my linle friend’s father came
up o the playroom in my chifdhood
{riend"s house and said, 1 want you
girls to come listen 10 this. I will be
o part of your history.” We didn‘t
kpow what we were listening 1o on
Mr. Gallagher’s radio. but it was
nevertheless a turning poini in oor
fives,

It wax Sept. 3. 1939, about 11
am. British

run, run, rwn, here comes Tommy
with his gun. gun. gun." Poctic”!
Nai. Prophetic, yes! We hissad,
“You mussed!™ when we heard a
bomb hitting the sod in Queen’s
Park and missing our homes and
our children, We didn't sleep much,
bul who noxds slecp when there's a
war on? And we were winning! Or
s0 Winnie (Churchifl). our beloved
prophet 1old us,

And whal would've happencd il
the Germans had won he war?
That's whal the inimitable Noc!
Coward isked his tertile brain, but
didn’t sy for an answer. Inslead he
wrote "Peace in Our Time™, a huge-
ly populued play about how the
Brits would have fared i *“itler and
his ‘osrible nasties™

Standard Time. It
wuk Prime Mimisier
of Brilam. Neville
Chamberlain’s
broadcaxi of
England and
France's declara-
tion of war on
Germany. And, uge
three, or seven or
29. we were Bns
and what il meant
Wik (hal we were st
war with the Huns.,
the homble Huns,
and  furthermore,
they weve anxious

And what
would’ve
happened if the
Germans had
won the war?
That’s what the
inimitable Noe!
Coward asked
his fertile brain,
but didn’t stay
for an answer.

had managed 1© get
across the Channel
and stormed  and
occupied Britin as
overlords. I was, of
coursc. unthinkable
to the indomitable
Brit. but ut die same
time, nuny of us
were creeping
around like threat-
ened mice circling
whit  we  (carcdd
might be a future of
domination by men
who looked like e
piclures we'd <een

o kill the Jews,

and Like 11 or not, [ was a Jew. How
could | not feel offended? Maybe 1
overreacled. but the pext feelag |
had was that | wamed o \ill tem
{irst! I was scared of even siepping
on a snail, or swatting a My, but 1
was braced 1o kill every Geyman 1
encountered. Hiding under my
Aunt’s stairg, or shuflling down 10
the celtars of the Smithers Hall,
which were considered safle havens
when the air raid sirens arnounced
an alack. | wasn’t sure whia
Smisthers were. or why we would be
safc withia the walls of (heir ecllar
hidoouts, but we all gathered there
almosi cvery night. with our bjan-
kete and gas masks. so thal when
our houscs were bombed, we
wouldn't be in them When we
heard the Huns” plines. we sang our
rude songs louder and interpolated
words like, “Run rabbit, run rabbit,

of Hider's Storm
Troopers.

Well, of course, 11 didn"t happen,
although Britwn, or at leas
England. was prerty well bombed
and bartered, expocially around
industnal towns. ceraunly around
London, and Manchester and
Coventry, which were essentiglly
Mattened, und our manpower was
considerably lowered. but never
baaten.

Cowurd’s play 1akes place in a
lessened London, which reflected
(hose post-war yeas of intense
shortages that lasted well into the
ume, almosl seven years {ater,
when | entered college. in almost
every aspecl, exccpt for the aciual
prexence i England of mustial
German overords in gur 1pwns and
cities, ind of course it lakes pluce in
a pub, periectly designed and repro-
duced by the amazing Tom

MASSAGE COMPANY WEST HOUYWOOD

Every massage we provide is uniquely customized
for your individual needs.

Al thempists are CAMTC
Icensed, esperienced, and
qualified in many masace
1echniques.

o Swedish Massae

* Doep Tiswx Massage

o Spons Masage

o Reflexology

o Pre-Naral Massage

» Hot Stone Massige

n HonSaL
(%am o $pm
Sum 12-7 pm

$5 Off Any
of 60, 75, or 90 minutes

i 1
q 1
] ]
1 For First Time Clients Only = Bxp 1231/11 1
i Coupon not valid for Gt purchase .:

(106 North La Cienega Blvd. Suite 206
West Holiywood CA. 30069

310-358-1999
One Block north of Sant Monica Blvd. at Hofloway Dr.
FREE UNDERGROUNO PARKING « www.massagecoweho.com

Massage

Mad About Theater

— -
- -

~

)
by Madeleine Shaner

Budenvi, Where clie would you
look for o True Brl? Bamry
Creyton’s masterful adaptation of
the Coward script, now with the tal-
cnted Richard Levinson as music
director, Casey Stangl direcling
with valor and with stvle, and a
couple of the lovely ladies, all in
perfect period costume, immacu-
fately designed by Jessica Olson.
singing the catchy Cowurd music
hall lynes that put the sudicnee
right there, in a London pub. dunng
the unthinkable Gevman occnpa-
tion. wke this Bru back xo com.
plclely 1o 1hal Iense period in
England’s history that time slipped
awuy lrom me and | was quite
ready 10 belly up 10 the e during
intermission ond grab o watery pint.

Individual performances are all
brilliant and true, true. tue — 100
many 1o individualize and double

phato courtesy of Geollrey Warle
From feft, Jeson Dechen. Lily Knight. Danlelle Jongs and Sleve
Hofvendahl pariorm in ‘Peace in Our Time'.

cast. as many ol Antacus
Company's prodeciions are — and
il you don’t leave Lhe theatre with a
teur 10 your eye. and 1 glad feeling
mn your heart that you just watched
some truly wonderful thealre, then
don't leave that Londen pub until
you've seen the play again.

You'll laugh. you!l cry. you'll
maybe live it again, as | did.

The Antacus Company at Deall
West Theatre, S112 Lankershim
BIvd.. Nonh Hollywood. For infor-
malion, call (818)306-1983 or visit
WAVWANCLN OTE.
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Active duty men and women. Our veterans. We are
deeply gratefui for your contsibutions and sacrifices.
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