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ARTS & CULTURE

Review: Shaky therapy at work in 'The Bellflower
Sessions'

“The Bellflower Sessions” refers to therapeutic interviews between a downsized bourgeois and an

unhinged shrink. If they represented the sum of Andy Bloch’s black comedy, this uneven vehicle

might equal its ambitious parts.

Rob Nagle and Stephanie Erb in "The Bellflower Sessions" at the Whitefire Theatre. (JD Murray)
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Under Bryan Rasmussen’s direction, the exchanges between ticking time bomb Jack Calvin (the

valiant Rob Nagle) and Dr. Wendy Bellflower (an assured Stephanie Erb) carry wild, satiric thrust.

Jack, first introduced via incarcerated direct address, reluctantly contacts Bellflower on the tacit

recommendation of drinking buddy Grant (Michael Monks).

Jack hopes to resolve his issues with wife Molly (Marshelle Fair), Derek (Kevin Benton), her upscale

former TA, and Jack’s titanic frustration with the indignities of post-millennial life. However, he

doesn’t bargain on Bellflower’s own pathology.

Thanks to Nagle and Erb, the doctor/patient scenes suggest a stage variant on Lisa Kudrow’s “Web

Therapy” Internet series. This is problematic at several levels, starting with playwright Bloch’s goal of

an Everyman-Loses-His-Reason allegory, à la Michael Douglas in “Falling Down.”

Alas, the zany comedy and social melodrama don’t exactly gel so much as uneasily cohabitate. It’s

hard to believe, for example, that Calvin and Molly were ever passionately in love, nor do the nonstop

clever zingers support an ultimately somber overview. There are at least three different plays afoot,

culminating in an ironic ending that, though legitimately surprising, bespeaks authorial contrivance

more than narrative logic. Rewrites are prescribed. 

ALSO:

Fall Arts Preview: Critics' Picks

Center Theatre Group leads Ovation Awards nominations

Sculptor Ken Price captured from all angles for LACMA retrospective

“The Bellflower Sessions,” Whitefire Theatre, 13500 Ventura Blvd., Sherman Oaks. 8 p.m.

Fridays and Saturdays. Ends Oct. 13. $25. (818) 990-2324 or www.brownpapertickets.com. Running

time: 1 hour, 45 minutes.

http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911,0,6107707.story#tugs_story_display
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fentertainment%2Farts%2Fculture%2Fla-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911%2C0%2C6107707.story&source=tweetbutton&text=Review%3A%20Shaky%20therapy%20at%20work%20in%20'The%20Bellflower%20Sessions'&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fentertainment%2Farts%2Fculture%2Fla-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911%2C0%2C6107707.story
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fentertainment%2Farts%2Fculture%2Fla-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911%2C0%2C6107707.story
http://www.latimes.com/topic/entertainment/lisa-kudrow-PECLB002869.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/entertainment/michael-douglas-PECLB001449.topic
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/ritic's%20Picks:%20Fall%20Arts%20Preview
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-ovation-award-nominations-20120911,0,1823293.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-fall-preview-ken-price-20120909,0,3871000.story
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.businesswithoutborders.com/topics/global-issues/alibaba-will-it-be-the-new-facebook/
http://www.redorbit.com/news/video/todays-picks/1112544364/vodka_tampons_latest_teen_fad/
http://thestir.cafemom.com/baby/143353/mom_of_missing_baby_kate
http://www.randomactsoffusion.com/stories/default
http://www.healthcentral.com/osteoarthritis/tools-262354.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-richest-woman-pay-20120905,0,6971046.story
http://www.latimes.com/health/boostershots/la-heb-study-form-autism-simple-treatment-20120906,0,7538745.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/music/posts/la-et-ms-pet-shop-boys-new-album-elysium-20120912,0,3541893.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-sci-mars-water-20120910,0,4424250.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-daum-naomi-wolf-vagina-20120913,0,416183.column
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911,0,6107707.story%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0227802054925200%26ai0%3DCfL45gzNSUP2WOu2NlALp0YHQBdnRsskCifeMlELAjbcBEAEgx4qeCCgCUMGklOcCYMm-g4fIo5AZoAGXz9beA8gBAagDAaoE2wFP0Fg3HKSBlTK9y-3uGbNOOq29yco5XaQpaLibCvAJynj_i86_K-QsxBPqOwYajTprOgkwQz82aLP58jnTsi6ULd-tuuOIP1K_aZuIyiwfxLsO7Rgo1JruPbRBBzaOAtVEWHLtbpznn1v1eygHqIulZxPF5R4h63yoAbBcWBof6r8wyEVstWFZI6FgRlZ1QN4cFuBRRgU8E5OSYXcv4NKlTlrp13OwRMMNsXZ34VIipuyQNuseeYSm4Lda9kIO2m3UYf2sfvrwWRLFN0Yi-Jbp76oL9pd2kgdj-TM%26ai1%3DCVly0gzNSUP2WOu2NlALp0YHQBZzCj50EzOie42HAjbcBEAIgx4qeCCgCUMOHzdsHYMm-g4fIo5AZyAEBqAMBqgTeAU_QODUjpIKVMr3L7e4Zs046rb3JyjldpClouJsK8AnKeP-Lzr8r5CzEE-o7BhqNOms6CTBDPzZos_nyOdOyLpQt362644g_Ur9pm4jKLB_Euw7tGCjUmu49tEEHNo4C1URYcu1unOefW_V7KAeoi6VnE8XlHiHrfKgBsFxYGh_qvzDIRWy1YVkjoWBGVnVA3hwW4FFGBTwTk5Jhdy_g0qVOWunXc7BEww2xdnfhUiKm7JA26x55hM7hO5sdzL8xhk9P_ayVGBucC9g3Vdf7kBzsjP71t5aUpjBnxVWFJw&usg=AFQjCNHLgIiwOr1olnY45rUs81ZDbQmQbg
http://discussions.latimes.com/20/lanews/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911/10
http://latimes.com/discuss-faq
http://discussions.latimes.com/20/lanews/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911/10
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911,0,6107707.story#
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911,0,6107707.story#
http://dailydeals.latimes.com/la-central-hollywood/offers/2461?r=lat
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-restaurateur-20120914,0,6331732.story
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/cotown/la-et-ct-nintendo-announces-wii-u-pricing-and-release-date-20120913,0,6891969.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation/nationnow/la-na-nn-neil-armstrong-photographs-20120913,0,626513.photogallery
http://www.latimes.com/sports/lakersnow/la-sp-sn-james-worthy-dwight-howard-20120913,0,1372826.story
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.latimes.com/entertainment/arts/culture/la-et-cm-review-the-bellflower-sessions-at-the-whitefire-theatre-20120911,0,6107707.story%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-0227802054925200%26ai0%3DCfL45gzNSUP2WOu2NlALp0YHQBdnRsskCifeMlELAjbcBEAEgx4qeCCgCUMGklOcCYMm-g4fIo5AZoAGXz9beA8gBAagDAaoE2wFP0Fg3HKSBlTK9y-3uGbNOOq29yco5XaQpaLibCvAJynj_i86_K-QsxBPqOwYajTprOgkwQz82aLP58jnTsi6ULd-tuuOIP1K_aZuIyiwfxLsO7Rgo1JruPbRBBzaOAtVEWHLtbpznn1v1eygHqIulZxPF5R4h63yoAbBcWBof6r8wyEVstWFZI6FgRlZ1QN4cFuBRRgU8E5OSYXcv4NKlTlrp13OwRMMNsXZ34VIipuyQNuseeYSm4Lda9kIO2m3UYf2sfvrwWRLFN0Yi-Jbp76oL9pd2kgdj-TM%26ai1%3DCVly0gzNSUP2WOu2NlALp0YHQBZzCj50EzOie42HAjbcBEAIgx4qeCCgCUMOHzdsHYMm-g4fIo5AZyAEBqAMBqgTeAU_QODUjpIKVMr3L7e4Zs046rb3JyjldpClouJsK8AnKeP-Lzr8r5CzEE-o7BhqNOms6CTBDPzZos_nyOdOyLpQt362644g_Ur9pm4jKLB_Euw7tGCjUmu49tEEHNo4C1URYcu1unOefW_V7KAeoi6VnE8XlHiHrfKgBsFxYGh_qvzDIRWy1YVkjoWBGVnVA3hwW4FFGBTwTk5Jhdy_g0qVOWunXc7BEww2xdnfhUiKm7JA26x55hM7hO5sdzL8xhk9P_ayVGBucC9g3Vdf7kBzsjP71t5aUpjBnxVWFJw&usg=AFQjCNHLgIiwOr1olnY45rUs81ZDbQmQbg
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Clh44gzNSUPfRMoOTlAKNxYGgBJbH2N4CvtSYoDqGttzGfhABIMeKnghQ38X54Pz_____AWDJ3uiGyKOQGaAB6Kjt7gPIAQKoAwGqBOcBT9CuY2GUSXBXBHix1HRnNYfbMgB8sfRdlARQvNxJw71OS6ExWw1ovGS_j6ZPeYey3b0_pTN5SVkz58UyJK6r4btHVtCE2wEzAY6wCMxfhu3J7t3WSTJ5sKjY1rBlw677IBzEFSDAXzMWawsz5Mh_U69c1a4jVa8Lul6vNnd1Z7BtbbMxJv003ga9IosrXa5XIOoolrBEvo-3afMSFlnJh8WeWFnVoMmm7KF45kLq2B9Zffo5zn7Ixb3Ay3KjuDJPcLNMIXv5Z5ZUD6-uWWBw3bm4sm-JP2KgyR_VKttWeEvFZnI18196oAYC&num=1&sig=AOD64_1ufq8KkFkDlzVBA3H10UthyIMjJg&client=ca-pub-0227802054925200&adurl=https://www.onekingslane.com/join-b%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_term%3Dwww.latimes.com%7CbluestorageNewTemp_300x250.jpg%26utm_campaign%3DContent(image)(DCO)%26utm_content%3DDisplay_Campaign_Optimizer%7CPPCA
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/mf3BViVyIrM/la-fi-european-air-merger-20120913,0,3857521.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/uoKq6sZYwpY/la-mobile-christopher-stevens-killed-m,0,2291982.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/oj0phzBKZHY/la-fi-apple-iphone-20120913,0,296566.story
http://feeds.latimes.com/~r/latimes/mostviewed/~3/sYLiVUducY4/la-fi-financial-crisis-cost-20120913,0,7786190.story



